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THE BSmaiOM TING SITUATION IN STRIA 


I. The governmen tal 1 loef tec t iveness 


A. Weak caretaker cabinet 


1. Usable set date for premised par Unseat ary elect ioas. 
Last suggested date sometime is /ugust , now also 


uncertain. 

2. Frequently reported seriously split, on verge of resigning 
in favor of another lsteris cabinet. 
b. Major political par tie*--Matio»a lists and Populists- -are 
pulling apart even though still collaborating in caretaker 


cabinet. 


1. neither party would sees to be able win decisive electoral 


victory. 


2. Can't agree on conuaos program and slate of candidates. 


3. Sven if they did, it would be a fragile coalition. 
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Possibility of a coup 

A, Ponticiaas* failure* increase possibility of a leftist— 
aiUtary or straight Military coup. 

1. Chief danger froa Akra* 8am#i, radical socialist, awl 
bis Military partisan— variously sssbered at 300-490 
aray efficora oat of estisated 3,(109. 

Ca) Seportedly vetoed auggaated ailitary coup 17 May 
because of aafarorabls circusstaace* . 


2. Aaothar threat: straight military coup as malt of arsy 
dissatisfaction over eirilias effort to costrol it. 
ta> Assistant Chief of Staff Sal hi, popular and 

iaflttsatial officer, considered threat? threatened 
defease sinister with "consequences- if "touched" or 
seat out of country. Mslki allegedly supporter of 
Sawraai. 
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<b) Captain St«dt», Hilo played «»j«r roit overthrow 

of Siiitthftfcli, involved ii» »id»«*rcti abortive coop end 
Made IT Hey suggestion to Hawrasi sight set on mb as 
well as with Hawrsni. 

(c> Areored brigade cossasder Colonel least frequently 
involved ia plots. 

111. Outloo k 

1, 1 media to possibility of a successful coop cannot be 

discounted. Sowever, army leaders appear badly split. He 
really ksov little a boot various eilitary leaders aad their 
cur rest aiBbltiona aad plans. 

». More likely, the eitaetioo will contisse deteriorate until 
increased unpopularity of civilian government gives reins 
to extresis ts aad eilitary. 
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